ON THE AMBIGUITY OF CONTRADICTORY EXPRESSIONS*
Tadaharu Tanomura

1. Introduction

There has been a considerable amount of linguistic discussion over the last decade and a half concerning the ambiguity of sentences such as (1b) and (2b), which embed contradictory and tautological expressions (1a) and (2a) respectively.1
    (1) a. *Maryi is taller than shei is.2
       b.  John thinks Maryi is taller than shei is.

    (2) a. *Mary is as intelligent as she is.

       b.  John doesn't believe Mary is as intelligent as she is.

Among the past studies which attempt to contribute more or less original ideas, rather than criticize or improve on proposed theories, may be counted McCawley(1970), Hasegawa(1972), Postal(1974), Jackendoff(1975), and Fodor(1970).3 Important as their contributions may be, however, they all seem to me to have a serious defect in common. That is, they strike me as being too quick to generalize on the basis of poorly observed facts. It would not be hard to imagine that such a generalization might lead to a biased if not entirely incorrect view of the factual situation.  Indeed, I will demonstrate in the present work and a forthcoming paper that by examining a wider range of instances of the ambiguity we will be able to obtain a clearer, intuitively more plausible understanding of the nature of the phenomenon. …and so on and so on.
NOTES

* This is a revised version of Chapter 3 of my M.A. thesis, Kyoto University. In a forthcoming paper of mine, which substantially represents Chapter 4 of the thesis, I deal with the ambiguity of tautological expressions. The two papers are to be regarded as complementary to each other.
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